
Tukituki River Swing Bridge

During, March 2022 the rain event
that put a lot of Central Hawke’s Bay’s infrastructure under considerable 
stress unfortunately led to the complete destruction of the Tukituki River 
swing bridge.

Central Hawke’s Bay District 
Council’s Long-Term Plan lays out 
a programme of work which 
culminates in wastewater being 
treated and discharged at the 
Waipawa Treatment Plant. In order 
to do this, there is a need for two 
river crossings, one being across 
the Tukituki River. 

In order to achieve this, we are 
partnering with Hawke’s Bay 
Regional Council, the Rotary River 
Pathways Trust, and the 
community.

Whilst loss of key infrastructure like this is always a misfortune, it did 
however bring with it an opportunity. This being the possibility to enable a 
future wastewater conveyance pipe on the newly rebuilt structure.



Dividing the wastewater pipe in two as it meets the bridge. This balances the weight 
distribution applied to the bridge and reduces the overall height compared to a single 
pipe hung underneath the bridge
The carrier pipe (containing wastewater) will sit inside a sleeve (a secondary pipe, 
surrounding the carrier pipe) as a containment measure in the case of any leak
There will be valves either end that will enable either of the pipes over the river to be 
quickly and easily isolated. 

Our focus is to ensure that key features of the swing bridge are not altered to 
accommodate the addition of a wastewater pipe while the design minimises any risk of 
wastewater contamination to the awa. 

In order to achieve this, we are:

The Wastewater Pipeline

Resilience of the bridge 

Updated flood modelling which allows for future 
climate change
Updated growth projections for Waipukurau to 
understand the quantity of wastewater which will 
be moving through the constructed pipeline

Through the design process we are creating a 
structure which is resilient and future proofed, in 
order to this we have done the following:

It is expected that the new bridge will sit 2.5 meters 
higher than the previous bridge level and be 
predominately steel, adding to the structure’s 
strength and resilience. 

To design and deliver a new fit for purpose swing bridge 
which enables future safe and effective conveyance of 
wastewater whilst remaining an important asset for the 
community.

Our Aim:

For further details contact:
Project Manager - Ben Swinburne
06 857 8060 
ben.swinburne@chbdc.govt.nz


