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 Id What does a thriving future for 
Central Hawke's Bay look like? 

What is holding us back? How do we unleash our 
potential? 

Who (in 
community) can 

What are your ideas? 

29 A place where young people want to 
stay after finishing college. New people 
and young families would want to move 
here from the bigger centres. The 
agricultural nature of the CHB is still 
embraced, but the towns are 
modernised and images upgraded to 
attract visitors to spend money here (A 
good example is Greytown in the 
Wairarapa). Visitors expect good food, 
coffee, and boutique shops nestled 
amongst the exisiting and essential 
businesses that serve our agricultural 
needs. Our natural assets (rivers, 
views, cycleways, walkways) continue 
to be upgraded and promoted as a 
reason to visit here as well as to serve 
the communities recreational needs. 
Projects like The Gums MTB park will 
attract visitors who come to ride and 
then spend money in our town. Our 
town will look visually appealing, 
murals, sculptures, plantings etc 

People (older residents) are resistant to change. They 
are used to the status quo and worry that change may 
impact their current way of life. Some of the older 
generation don't understand the importance of 
spending money on upgading the image and facilities 
of the CHB. Many see spending public money on 
beautification, for example, as a waste of money.  To 
many outsiders, the CHB isn't considered a 
destination in it's own right. Yes we do have some 
great events here, but they are not enough on their 
own. There are negative connotations attached to the 
CHB because of the gangs as well. 

Promote the CHB as a 
place for businesses to 
invest. We can't solely 
rely on agriculture. Make 
the CHB a destination. 
Visitors spend money. 
We need to intice fresh 
blood to the community - 
this is vital. We don't want 
to be a giant retirement 
village (don't get me 
wrong we love the oldies 
but a balanced 
community is essential 
for the future). 

Business, schools, 
residents 

Upgrade the council website. 
Create a better online prescence 
for the CHB. We need a digital 
gateway to our community for 
visitors to enter through. Here they 
will see all that the CHB has to offer 
and will able to book acommodaton 
etc... Encourage young families to 
move here - run an advertising 
campaign enticing people here. 
Imagine if more young familes 
came and renovated some of the 
cheap housing here, such as 
around the terrace school area. 
This would lift the image of the 
place. The broken windows affect is 
a powerful phenomenon - if more 
people tidy up and improve the 
housing stock (along with the 
council continuing to beautify and 
upgrade the town facilities), the 
less likely we are to have vandilisim 
and gang related activities.  
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 Id What does a thriving future for 
Central Hawke's Bay look like? 

What is holding us back? How do we unleash 
our potential? 

Who (in 
community) can we 

What are your ideas? 

30 With the RWSS its all on , Council 
needs to be standing up here.  
Without RWSS Council has issues 
around how plan change 6 will effect 
the farming engine of CHB. 

THE RWSS DECIDION!!!     Two day to day things holding CHB 
back and that  need to be focused on.  1: The continued focus 
on running CHB's operations using IN House solutions.  Times 
have moved on, the amalgamation plan we voted on was a 
flawed recipe and predictably failed.  We have a relatively static 
population and it is predicted not to change much, It is also a 
generally ageing demographic with falling school roles.  The 
TWO towns, brings two lots of replicated costs, add to that the 
scattered villages (all of which are in survival mode) along with 
the large area of our CHBDC,sparsely populated with many 
kilometres of roading to keep maintain and the  numerous aging 
bridges. ( Council unbelievably has an exsisting policy of NO 
new tarseal!)  I would be urging Councillors to look very hard at 
SHARED SERVICES with our Northern neighbours, there is 
120,000 people only 30/45 min away who are paying 
substantially less rates for better services and they are in a 
stronger position to attract high quality well qualified staff. 
( many of our existing staff live North of us and travel to work)  
2: under ground infrastructure. We have sections for sale and 
new rate payers ( the life blood of vibrant communities) wanting 
to build homes in Waipukurau,Waipawa' and Otane and council 
is unable to hookup services in many instances without 
charging substantial fees. Let's look at  fresh water, we have an 
asset valued at approximately $20m, an income of $3m plus a 
year from targeted rates and metered sales. About 15 yrs ago 
Council did an audit of town water, it came back with red hands 
all over it! In that time there has been about  $45m in income, if 
council was to do the same exercise again many of the red 
hands would still be applicable! My question is where has all 
that targeted money been spent by a questionable inhouse 
operation to have ended up where we are? More than 10,000 
livestock equivalents have accces to this water. The pipe to 
Waipukurau's ONLY reseviour is too small,very old and unable 
to take more pressure and it is made of asbestos. We have only 
one days supply as storage. We struggle to have sufficient 
water to fight a decent fire in the middle of town. Eg recent 
Hospital fire. The design of supply lines has many spurs where 
water pressures are pitiful at lines end. There are few loops 
( 101 of distributing water)  Properties off the main road into 
town,even, are unable to be hooked up. Otane is limited in its 
growth by a completely inadaquate sized pipe run from 
Waipawa's supply. Takapau's quality problems has never been 
properly sorted.  

Get our heads of the 
scrum and the reality 
that we are part of HB 
Not just an insular CHB 
that can go it alone. 
Small council's 
economies of scale will 
in time strangle them 
quicker than you might 
think. 

The younger 
generations with 
children they have 
"New" ideas  and 
energy.  Our 
retirees ,watch out 
they are increasingly 
moving North to live.  
Note my address! 
However I plan to 
remain a ratepayer 
for the foreseeable 
future with our 
property In James 
Street. 

Continue with Russell park 
focus it's the jewel in our 
crown.Multi sport turf may 
need a little more Council 
support to get it over the 
line. Upgrade the towns 
camp ground further, ( get 
shot of the the numerous 
1970's caravans and build 
further cabins) the potential 
to get travellers to stop in 
town next to what is on offer 
in and around Russell park 
is substantial.  I think we lost 
an opportunity by drifting 
away from "Lamb Country" 
the potential there was 
never really exploited. 
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 Id What does a thriving future for Central Hawke's 
Bay look like? 

What is holding us 
back? 

How do we unleash 
our potential? 

Who (in 
community) can we 

What are your ideas? 

31 Because of an aging community we need to see age 
before beauty: an infrastructure that can grow with 
the demand of the growing population of older 
people. IE easy access to all amenities, affordable 
warden assisted half way house, or similar 
accommodation. There are a lot of older people 
moving into the area, adding to an already aging 
population. They mostly bring money with them. 
Retired farmers/city people looking for a quieter 
lifestyle. 

Issues that are holding up 
the scooter club: - The 
road between 
Waipukurau and 
Waipawa - The social 
activities are curtailed 
because of pathways etc. 
although I do understand 
this is being worked on.   
Critical issues holding 
back our aging population 
are lack of quality 

A lot could be gleaned 
from projects like, 
Bethlehem in Tauranga 
to maximise trans-
formative ideas.  

 From the mobility scooter clubs point of view. It 
started as an idea to get people in similar 
situations to break their social isolation and 
improve their well-being. It has in fact made it 
socially acceptable to be on a mobility scooter and 
join clubs and community events for people who 
were formerly hesitant to do so, opening many 
doors. The same success of the scooter club 
needs to be repeated in other areas.   We have 
fun activities when the weather permits and we 
need to keep the momentum going, which is 
proving difficult when we are unable to get to 

32 An attractive place to live,work,play and visit. A lack of pragmatism 
around consent and 
compliance.  

With visionary thinking. All groups from HB 
tourism through to 
local businesses, 
stakeholders and 
community 
organisations. Every 
organisation can be 
worked with if they 
understand 'what's in 
it for them'. 

A massive investment and development of our 
cycle and walking trails, from the coast to the 
ranges ... linking isolated areas to the rest of CHB. 
eg replicating the success and benefits of The 
Otago Railtrail.  A huge planting programme of 
Pohutakawas and natives in our coastal areas in 
conjunction with the cycle/walking trail mentioned 
above  - this could extend the bird corridor begun 
at Cape Kidnappers. The trail could be called 
"Cape Kidnappers to Castle Point" and or 
Porangahau to Patangata.   Reclaiming and 
developing our coastal camping grounds. We have 
a stunning coast line that could be used to draw 
many tourists to CHB but we need to offer them 
what they need, ie low cost and attractive areas to 
camp. Porangahau has 10-15 cars and 
campervans a night over summer sharing a small 
square of grass, just to be close to a toilet, a tap 
and a path to the beach. This is not as a problem 
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 Id What does a thriving future for Central Hawke's 
Bay look like? 

What is holding us 
back? 

How do we unleash 
our potential? 

Who (in 
community) can we 

What are your ideas? 

33 A positive district, with the successful Ruataniwha 
dam, creating business growth,  full employment and 
a change in the present predicted age spread of our 
population base. This employment will encourage the 
younger generation to stay and create careers locally 
as well as becoming a sought after area for other 
skilled people to live in . We are farming based and 
always will be. This Dam will enable stock numbers to 
not just increase but also be kept from leaving the 
Bay at a reduced value, as presently happens most 
dry years. Everyone benefits from; trucker's, freezing 
workers, etc. to professional service providers, town 
businesses, schools etc.. everyone ! It will be 
pleasing to see more orchards, market gardens, new 
business and cottage industries also benefit from the 
investment of water storage.      

 A lack of Growth in 
CHB.  A  negative view 
from a small selection 
of the population to the  
proposed Dam.  The 
loss of a large 
percentage of young 
people ( often well 
qualified ) from the 
area... due to  a lack of   
opportunities. 

 Address  the issues that 
have caused our static 
population growth. 
Identify the unique 
advantages this area 
has. 

 Business , farming  
and club 
organisations  

 Continue to support the building of a Dam.  Support 
new and growing businesses that are either 
established  or looking to invest in CHB.  Promote 
subdivision and housing growth.  Keep our CHB 
Council local, and approachable on a one to one 
basis. 
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 Id What does a thriving future 
for Central Hawke's Bay 

What is holding us 
back? 

How do we unleash 
our potential? 

Who (in 
community) can we 

What are your ideas? 

34     I recently met with Mayor Alex Walker regarding an idea for the land that 
the Pukeora Forest was on. This land belongs to the Crown and must be 
replanted within 5 years.  It is hoped by a number of people that while the 
land is clear tracks be put in place. CHB doesn't have any designated Bridle 
paths and this area would be perfect for this. There can be parking in what 
was the parking area for cars, trucks and floats.  Not wanting to be selfish 
and in the hope that everyone can be considerate of each other there could 
also be a mountain bike trail re established and walking and running trails 
maybe a proper fitness trail. People use the hill a lot and being able to run 
through the forest and connect up eventually with the Rotary project would 
be a good thing. Ask Max and Kate Annabel if they would permit a short trail 
through the edge of their hill to ensure no one has to go on the road, 
however the road can also be crossed to go down onto the river bank if 
wanted.  Another proposal in conjunction with these idea was that of an 
Adventure Park.  Once all the tracks are in place and areas designated for a 
flying Fox etc.. the hills can be replanted in Native species of trees, suggest 
separate blocks and areas for varying types and some mixed to recreate NZ 
bush. Some good specimen trees of Totara could perhaps be planted to 
yield timber in a few hundred years in among the Native plantings.  I firmly 
believe this would be an incredible asset to CHB, i know how often the 
forest was utilized as a running and Mountain Bike trail while that was 
going, people came from Wanganui, Palmerston North, Masterton etc... to 
enjoy the facility and they usually went to Waipukurau for a coffee or food 
either before or afterwards. During the week folk also shopped in town and 
enjoyed the experience of our town. Often husbands would bike and wives 
go shopping or so they told me.  Now with Back Paddock Lakes i can 
envisage CHB becoming a wonderful playground, makes a change from 
Taupo or Rotorua being the closest locations.  I believe this can all be 
accomplished without getting outsiders in that cost this council money that 
can be better spent just actioning ideas rather than putting out flyers and 
billboards.  The land is there. Let us use it for the benefit of this area. I am 
sure that the Crown would have no objections as long as it is replanted. If 
not replanted there is a cost. I think it's 20% of the income from the trees 
harvested and that cost is to the new managers of the land.  I am not at all 
politically inclined, however commonsense indicates that here is an 
opportunity for the Council to do something that is of benefit to a vast 
number of people.   

35 Shops tenanted and 
supported by shopping locally 
People supporting the college 
by choosing to send their 
children there  

Lack of employment 
and lack of population   

By encouraging people 
to live here and support 
the district even if they 
work elsewhere 

The sports groups to 
lift our profile The 
CHB college to 
showcase the school 
and it's successes 

Actively publicise what we have going for us and what an easy commute it 
is to other centres. Maybe shared transport to Hastings/Napier 
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Submission from the HB Biodiversity Implementation Planning Group 
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Submission from Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga  
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