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OBJECTIVE OF THE POLICY 
 
To enable Council to act fairly and reasonably and provide for the possibility of rates remission where 
two or more Uniform Annual General Charges (UAGC) are levied on rating units which are occupied 
or used by the same ratepayer being a lessee/owner using the rating units jointly as a single property 
for the same farming or horticulture purposes. 
 
 
CONDITIONS AND CRITERIA 
 
Section 20 of the Local Government (Rating) Act 2002, stipulates that there shall be one property for 
the purposes of levying the UAGC, where two or more separately rateable properties are: 
 
(a) Occupied by the same ratepayer (owner or person with right to occupy by virtue of lease for 

more than 10 years); and 
(b) Used jointly as a single property (for the same purpose); and 
(c) Contiguous or separated only by road, railway, drain, water race, river or stream, they shall be 

deemed to be one property for the purposes of any Uniform Annual General Charges. 
 
Council will allow, without further enquiry (except for clarification), applications made by ratepayers in 
the form of a statutory declaration to the effect that two or more separately rated properties are 
occupied by the same ratepayer and are used jointly for the same purpose and the Uniform Annual 
General Charge and any other relevant Separate Uniform Annual Charge levied on the second and 
subsequent assessments will be cancelled. 
 
Council may remit the rates where the application meets the following criteria: 
 
1. The rating units must be contiguous and occupied by the same ratepayer who is the 

lessee/owner of each unit and who uses them jointly as a single property contiguous or 
separated only by road, railway, drain, water race, river or stream and used for the same 
purpose. 

 
2. Where farming or horticultural operations conducted on separate blocks of land are so far apart 

as to indicate that there is no possible continuity between them, full charges may be levied on 
each. Factors such as stock rotation, stock driving, property size, and the number of properties 
affected will be taken into account. 

 
3. Council may consider reducing or cancelling any targeted rates for sewerage or waste 

management on such rating units, where each of the rating units are not connected to the public 
sewerage drain. 

 
4. Council may, on written application from a ratepayer of such rating units, reduce or cancel any 

separate Uniform Annual General Charge levied on the rating units if it considers it to be 
reasonable in the circumstances to do so. 
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5. Council grants to the Corporate Services Manager or their nominee delegated authority in the 
above circumstances to approve on receipt of an application, the cancellation of Uniform Annual 
General Charge and any other relevant Separate Uniform Annual Charge levied on the second 
and subsequent assessments. 

 


