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Purpose of this Strategy 

The purpose of this Strategy is to provide a basis for determining how future development 
should occur along the Central Hawke’s Bay coastal margin, recognising in particular 
development pressures being experienced by existing coastal settlements.   
 
The Strategy identifies the important environmental , social, and cultural issues and 
constraints for each coastal settlement, and provid es recommendations for future 

development within the Central Hawke’s Bay District  Coastal Margin.  
 
It is not intended that this document replace the District Plan, which sets out the Council’s 
vision and methodologies for the sustainable management of development of land.  Rather 
it seeks on a more strategic level to re-evaluate and identify those elements or 
components of the coastal margin environment that are of significance, and what 
pressures are being experienced. Once these significant elements are identified, the 
Strategy identifies a series of ‘goals’ and ‘actions’ with a view to identifying an appropriate 
way toward future development that avoids compromising those aspects of the coastal 
margin so valued by the community.  In some instances these goals or actions may lie 
outside the Central Hawke’s Bay District Council’s jurisdiction.  Where this occurs action 
from external organisations such as the Regional Council or Department of Conservation 
may need to be sought. 
 
Background 

The Central Hawke’s Bay coastline is blessed with a series of picturesque beaches 
extending from Kairakau in the north to Whangaehu in the south.  Over time small 
settlements have developed at many of these beaches, traditionally providing 
predominantly local holiday makers with an opportunity to establish holiday baches or avail 
themselves of accessible camping opportunities.  In recent years however increasing 
demand for access to the coast has resulted in quality coastal environments coming under 
increasing pressure for development.  Areas once considered remote from the major 
population centres are now considered to be within range as access improves and coastal 
locations in closer proximity to those centres become unavailable or prohibitively 
expensive. 
 
For the Central Hawke’s Bay settlements in particular this has given rise to a series of 
issues, in some cases these are new issues and in some cases they are an exacerbation 
of previously identified issues.  For the coastal settlements in particular, these relate to 
how and to what extent these settlements should be allowed to develop.  They range from 
an identified need from the local residents and visitors to protect what has made these 
environments so valued in the first place, to ensuring that any development that does take 
place does so in a manner that has regard to the safety and health concerns of those that 
wish to visit or own land. 
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Coastal locations within the Central Hawke’s 

Bay coastal margin 

 
Issues identified of particular 
significance are associated with 
landscape values, including a 
remoteness  or ‘wilderness’ character 
that could well be compromised 
should uncontrolled or poorly 
controlled development be permitted 
to establish in inappropriate 
locations.  Also of significance to this 
coastline are a range of natural 
hazards, and in particular coastal 
hazards such as coastal erosion, 
storm surge and inundation, coupled 
with land instability and potential for 
freshwater flooding.   
 
This Strategy has identified a range 
of issues facing the settlements, the 
community’s response to them, and 
recommends a range of actions that 
can be undertaken by the Council 
either singly or in conjunction with 
other organisations and/or residents 
to address these issues. 

 
The Coastal Strategy considers the following coastal localities in the District:  
�  Kairakau Beach,  
�  Mangakuri Beach,  
�  Pourerere Beach,  
�  Aramoana Beach (Shoal Bay)  
�  Blackhead Beach, 
�  Te Paerahi at Porangahau Beach 
�  Whangaehu 
 

The importance of consultation in the development o f this 
Strategy 

Consultation has been an integral and key part of the development of this Strategy.  While 
a number of significant physical issues (such as wastewater disposal or erosion) have 
been identified for the Central Hawke’s Bay coastline, it is important that the Strategy also 
recognises those features or aspects of the environment that are highly valued by 
residents and visitors to the coastline.  To identify these, a series of consultation meetings 
were held at each of the existing settlements, and also with tangata whenua and rural 
landowners.  The strategy development process and stages where consultation was 
undertaken are outlined below. 
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The Consultation Process 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What does the Strategy look at? 

The Strategy has identified a series of strategic issues for the Central Hawke’s Bay 
Coastline.  These have been further refined through consultation with residents and users 
of the coast.  They include: 
 

 Identity, Character and Heritage 
 Infrastructure and Services 
 Land Use and Development 
 Coastal Environment and Landscape 
 Natural Hazards 

 

 
A series of public meetings were held at each beach  settlement during 

summer 2006, and submissions also called for.  

First Phase - 2005 
Public Beach Meetings 

Tangata Whenua Consultation 

Second Phase - 2006 
Public Beach Meetings, Landowner meeting 

 

Written Submissions 

Third Phase – Winter 2007  
Draft Strategy for Public Submissions  

Submissions Heard, Strategy Finalised and Adopted 
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For each of these issues the existing constraints or pressures, and opportunities have 
been identified.  Consultation meetings held at the beach and in other locations have then 
been used to understand the priorities and concerns of landowners, tangata whenua, and 
beach users. 
 
Key matters identified as part of this process included: 
 
Identity, Character and Heritage   

 The existing ‘remote’ feel of the coastal settlements is highly valued, and concern 
expressed about development pressure leading to a more urban style of 
development at the settlements.  Key existing character elements included the 
absence of kerb and channel on roadways, large sections, and the absence of 
business activities. 

 
 The importance of understanding tangata whenua’s relationship with the land, and 

the protection of sites of cultural and heritage significance. 
 
Infrastructure and Services  

 Residents expressed a clear preference for retention of private on-site services 
(wastewater, potable water, and stormwater) as opposed to installation of Council 
owned reticulated networks, (except at Te Paerahi). 

 
 Regional Council reports have identified constraints for development from on-site 

waste-water systems, specifically for Kairakau and Blackhead Beach, (except at Te 
Paerahi). 

 
Land Use and Development  

 Widespread recognition of the importance of retaining camping opportunities (both 
freedom-camping and managed camping grounds) along the coast, and avoiding 
long-term lease arrangements that effectively limit the availability of such 
opportunities. 

 
 A desire for facilities for self-contained motorhomes at the beaches. 

 
 A strong desire to keep the settlements ‘remote’, and avoid the establishment of 

commercial activities other than home-based occupations and surrounding rural 
activities. 

 
Physical Environment and Landscape 

 A widespread desire to ensure that any development on the coastal hillsides, 
particularly around the settlements, is controlled and undertaken in an 
environmentally sympathetic manner. 

 
 Recognition is needed for important ecological areas along the coast. 
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Erosion and Natural Hazards 
 Natural hazards such as coastal erosion, inundation from the sea and land 

instability present significant limitations for development opportunities. 
 

 The importance of protecting the dune system and beach front was regarded as  
highly important. 

 

 

  
The imposing limestone cliffs above 

Kairakau are easily recognisable and 
provide a distinct sense of ‘place’  

The historic wool shed at Aramoana is a 
highly valued and easily recognisable 

building in the District. 

  
Settlement residents considered the lack 

of kerbing and sealed footpaths to 
contribute to the coastal wilderness 

character they valued  

The large lot size and greater separation 
between dwellings is a feature unique to 
Mangakuri Beach and contributes to its 
distinctness from the other settlements 

  
Kairakau features the only seawall 
coastal protection along the Central 

Hawke’s Bay coastline. 

Erosion of the coastal hillsides is present 
along much of the Central Hawke’s Bay 

coastline 
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Source: Department of Conservation 

The Central Hawke’s Bay Coastline has a rich archae ological and cultural heritage 
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Relationship with Identified Community Outcomes 

The community of Central Hawke’s Bay District have identified a series of outcomes as 
part of the ‘community outcomes’ process under the Local Government Act 2002.  The 
alignment of the recommendations of this Strategy with those outcomes is demonstrated in 
the Table of Actions toward the end of the Strategy. 
 

Key Recommendations of the Strategy 

The key recommendations of the Strategy are listed below.  A more detailed breakdown of 
recommended actions as they apply to each of the settlements and the Coastal Margin in 
general is provided in the following sections, incorporating a ‘table of actions’ and maps. 
 

Settlements 
 introduce Coastal Settlement Zones more appropriate to each beach 

settlement in place of the existing Township Zones and introduce a series 
of specific rules for each settlement to reflect and enhance existing identity 
(see the plans on the following pages, and the ‘mock-up’ Indicative District 
Plan Changes section) 
 

 restrict commercial and industrial development in the settlements 
 

 reinforce the existing character of the settlements, especially single 
baches on good sized sites 

  
 generally maintain the existing character of streets, i.e. no kerb and 

channel (except at Aramoana), no footpaths, and no street lighting (except 
at Te Paerahi), maximum height of buildings (8 metres) 

 provide new settlement zoning at Aramoana 
 

 provide for additional residential development at Pourerere, Blackhead 
and Te Paerahi subject to developers providing appropriate services 

 
 further investigate  possible residential development the area between the 

Pourerere Toilet Block and Gibraltar Road, the flat land at Kairakau on the 
southern side of the Mangakuri River and the area around Lot 1 DP 26203 
on the southern side of Beach Road at Te Paerahi 

 
 Landscapes 

 protect existing landscapes along the whole coast generally and especially 
around the settlements 

 
 introduce controls on earthworks in the coastal margin 
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 continue to provide for 4,000m2 (approximately 1 acre) section 
development on the hills around the settlements but introduce landscape 
protection areas  

 
 landscape protection areas would provide for 1 dwelling per site, building 

area up to 350m2, and require 10m separation between dwellings with 
minimum setbacks (yards) at 5m, landscaping plans, use of low reflectivity 
colours and avoid buildings on skylines 

  
Services 

 consider a new sewerage system at Kairakau 
 

 extend the existing sewerage system at Te Paerahi 
 

 continue to provide public toilets at Kairakau, Pourerere, Aramoana, 
Blackhead and Te Paerahi 

 
 continue to provide the water systems at Kairakau, Pourerere and Te 

Paerahi 
 

 continue to provide summer refuse collection service 
 
 Hazards and Beach Protection 

 reinforce the value of dune protection and restrict beach access points 
 

 protect historic and culturally significant sites 
 

 take coastal and other hazards into account for building development 
 

 on ‘Lot 18’ on the northern side of the Toilet Block at Blackhead Beach 
establish low fencing to define a ‘picnic’ area for daytrippers, and set aside 
an area of defined parking space 

 
 advocate to HBRC for speed limits on beaches 

 
Camping 

 continue to provide Council controlled camping grounds at Kairakau, 
Blackhead and Pourerere and review site allocation provisions when the 
current leases expire 

 
 continue to provide freedom camping at Pourerere and Te Paerahi 

 
 introduce self-contained motorhome stays in selected locations at 

Kairakau, Pourerere, Aramoana, Blackhead, and Te Paerahi 
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Where to from here? 

This Strategy was adopted on the 4th of October 2007, and the Central Hawke’s Bay 
District Council now intends to move towards developing the necessary actions and 
programmes to implement the Strategy.   
 
As the District Plan is Council’s key tool for influencing the manner in which development 
such as subdivision and new building occurs, changes may be required to the District Plan 
to protect the things valued by the community, and where it is the District Council’s 
responsibility, ensure that development recognises environmental constraints such as 
natural hazards.  While development of this Strategy is not itself a District Plan Change 
process, as changes to the District Plan may be one of the more direct outcomes of this 
Strategy and District Plan rules are frequently encountered in consideration of new 
development, an example of how a new District Plan section for a Coastal Settlement 
Zone was provided as part of the consultation process.  This was only to give an indication 
of how such changes might be implemented, and again submissions were welcomed.  
This ‘indicative’ District Plan section is retained in this Strategy as it provides an indication 
as to the types of development restrictions that were envisaged and consulted upon as 
part of the development of the Strategy. 
 

So how might the District Plan be different if this  Strategy were implemented 
through a District Plan Change? 

A number of restrictions on development would be either relaxed or strengthened.  An 
actual District Plan Change would need to go through a specific process including 
notification and submission periods, and would include a series of issues, objectives and 
policies.  The following example shows how District Plan rules might look if the actions in 
the ‘Action Plan’ were implemented.  It focuses only on some of the significant changes to 
existing rules is not exhaustive a number of other controls or assessment criteria 
are/would need to be included in the District Plan.  If adopted through the District Plan 
change process as identified in the current list of actions, the proposed changes would 
appear as shown in red text.  District Plan provisions in black text (or not shown) would not 
change.   The ‘mock-up’ of how the District Plan might look is on the following page. 
 
It is important to recognise that other implementation mechanisms might also be used.  
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Indicative District Plan Changes that could be used  to 
implement part of the Strategy 
 
A. LAND USE PROVISIONS 
 
COASTAL SETTLEMENT ZONE (see the areas marked in red on the following pages) 
6.6.1 A. The following activities would be ‘permitt ed’ - not requiring resource consent, 
(changes are in red text ) provided they complied with the District Plan’s c ontrols.  

Residential Activities; provided that: 
i  no pigs shall be kept on any site 
iii  no more than 12 adult poultry shall be kept on any site; 
iv  no rooster shall be kept on any site; 
v  no bees shall be kept on any site. 
Recreational Activities; 
Visitor Accommodation , limited to home-stays accommodating no more than 5 visitors at 
any one time; 
Home Occupations. 

 
6.6.2 and 6.6.3 The following activities would requ ire resource consent (as Discretionary 

or Non-Complying Activities) (changes in red text) 
 

Visitor Accommodation , except where listed as a Permitted Activity; 
 Farming Activities ; 

Factory Farming ,  
Mining Activities and Gravel Extraction ; 
Forestry Activities 
Any development including a privately owned or fund ed utility network (potable water, 
wastewater, stormwater) serving more than one resid ential unit . 
Any Activity which is listed as Permitted Activity but does not comply with any one or more 
of the relevant Performance Standards.  (Note: Assessment criteria would include impact on 
local character and amenity). 
Any Other Activity , which is not listed as a Permitted Activity (this would include 
Commercial, Commercial Service and Industrial activities except as specified as ‘permitted’ 
above). 

 
B. Specific District Plan controls (or general ‘per formance standards’) might include: 
6.7 Performance Standards  
6.7.1 Building Density (changes in red text) 

Kairakau, Blackhead, Pourerere and Te Paerahi ‘sub-zones’ 
i  There shall be no more than two residential units on any site, provided that: 
ii  Minimum net site area shall be 500m2 for each residential unit contained within the site 

provided that any such dwelling units are connected to a Council reticulated sewerage 
system 

iii  Minimum net site area shall be 1000m2
 for buildings containing ablution facilities that are not 

connected to a reticulated sewerage system; provided that they shall have an on-site septic 
tank system, including an approved filter unit or any equivalent system, that complies with 
Draft Australian\New Zealand Standard DR 96034 or any subsequent final standard. 
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Note: (for the purposes of this rule a residential dwelling unit shall include any structure 
(temporary or permanent) with a connection to a reticulated or on-site sewerage or 
wastewater system) 

 
Mangakuri Beach, and Aramoana ‘sub-zones’ 

i. Minimum net area for any site in the Mangakuri Beach sub-zone shall be 1500m2  
ii. Minimum net area for any site in the Aramoana Beach sub-zone shall be 800m2 
iii. Minimum net site area shall be 1500m2

 for buildings containing ablution facilities that are not 
connected to a reticulated sewerage system; provided that they shall have an on-site septic 
tank system, including an approved filter unit or any equivalent system, that complies with 
Draft Australian/New Zealand Standard DR 96034 or any subsequent final standard. 

 
6.7.2 Building Coverage (changes in red text)  
i. Maximum building(s) coverage for any activity shall be 35%, except as provided for in ii and 

iii below 
 
Mangakuri Beach ‘sub-zone’ 
ii. Maximum building(s) coverage for an activity shall be 350m2  
 
Aramoana Beach ‘sub-zone’ 
iii. Maximum building(s) coverage for an activity shall be 400m2  
 
6.7.3.  Height of Buildings (no change)  
i. Maximum height of building(s) for an activity shall be 8 metres. 
 
6.7.4   Recession Lines  
i  No part of a building shall exceed a height of 2 metres plus the shortest horizontal distance 

between that part of the building and the nearest site boundary, except that where a part of a 
building is located within 1m of a boundary as provided for by Rule 6.7.6.iii, no part of that 
building within 1m of that boundary shall exceed a height of 2.5 metres plus the shortest 
horizontal distance between that part of the building and the nearest site boundary. 

ii  Where an internal boundary of a site immediately adjoins an access or part of an access 
which is owned or partly owned with that site or has a registered right-of-way over it in favour 
of that site, the recession lines shall be constructed from the far side of the access. 
 

 
6.7.5  Setback from Streets (no change)  
i  Minimum setback from road boundaries for any building(s) for an activity shall be 3m. 
ii  Where the vehicle access to an accessory building faces a road boundary, the accessory 

building shall be setback at least 5 metres from the road boundary, and shall be behind the 
front line of the principal building. 

 
6.7.6.  Setback from Neighbours (changes in red text)  
i  Minimum setback of building(s) for an activity from site boundaries shall be, except as 

provided for by iii. below: 
a  1.5 metres for residential activities; 
b  3 metres any other activity; 

 
ii  Buildings designed and/or used for the housing of livestock shall be setback a minimum of 

8.5m from any boundary, and shall be behind the front line of the principal building. 
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Pourerere ‘sub-zone’ 
 
iii For sites of less than 300m2, the minimum setback of building(s) for an activity from site 

boundaries to the north (between +90o and -90o of true north) shall be: 
a  0 metres for residential activities; 

 
6.7.7 Hours of Operation (no changes but would now only apply to home occupa tions ) 
Subject to i and ii below, on any site activities shall be limited to the following hours of operation: 
7am to 10pm seven days a week; except where: 

a  the entire activity is located within a building; and 
b  each person engaged in the activity outside the above hours resides permanently on 

site, and 
c  there are no visitors, customers or deliveries to the activity outside the above hours. 

Exemptions 
i  Residential and outdoor recreation activities shall be exempt from the 

above unless the activities set out in rule 6.7.13 are carried out on a 
residential property as part of a residential activity. 

Ii Emergency Service Activities are exempt from part (b) of Rule 6.7.11. 
 
Provisions set out within Sections 6.7.12 – 6.8 wou ld remain unaltered 
 
RURAL ZONES (within the Coastal Margin) 
4.9.9 Coastal Margin  (changes in red text)  
The following standards shall apply to the Coastal Margin Area identified on the Planning Maps: 
 
i  Except where further restricted by 4.9.9.vi.3, exotic tree planting shall be limited to 1000m2 

per site over any 5 year period,  
ii Forestry plantation areas replanted within two calendar years of being felled are not 

restricted by 4.9.9.i. 
iii  Any building(s) shall be limited to a total gross floor area of 350m2

 per site. 
iv  No part of any building located on any other hillside within the coastal margin shall project 

above the skyline where able to be viewed from any part of a foreshore area at right angles 
to the beach within a ‘Skyline View Line’ (see Plan Maps). 

v. Commercial activities shall be limited to those directly associated with productive farming 
activities 

 
Standards specific to Special Landscape Protection Areas 
vi Any development within a Special Character Protection Area shall comply with the following: 

1. Maximum Reflectivity standards 
2. Minimum allotment size of 4,000m2 
3. A landscaping and planting plan shall be submitted with any application for subdivision 

consent (excluding boundary adjustments where the size of no lot will alter by more 
than 10%). The landscaping plan shall be prepared by a suitably qualified or 
experienced person and shall consider the appropriateness of species for the 
environment in which they are to be located, and the use of native species in 
preference to exotic species. 
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4.8.4 NON-COMPLYING ACTIVITIES (changes in red text ) 
The following activities shall be Non-Complying Activities : 
(a)  Factory Farming within 500 metres of a Residential, Business or Township Zone. 
 

Exemption 
Catteries and kennels for the boarding and breeding of cats and dogs for commercial 
purposes are discretionary activities (refer to rule 4.8.3 (a)). 

 
(b) More than one residential unit per site 
(c) Commercial activities other than those directly  associated with productive farming 

activities 
 

B. SUBDIVISION PROVISIONS 
 

9.10 SUBDIVISION PERFORMANCE STANDARDS (changes in red text) 
(a)  Lot Size 

No lots created by subdivision consent, including balance titles shall be less than the 
minimum specified in the table shown below except as provided for below in (i) and (ii). 
MINIMUM LOT SIZES 
RESIDENTIAL ZONE 

Where public sewerage reticulation is available 500m2
 

Where public sewerage reticulation is not available 1000m2
 

COASTAL SETTLEMENT ZONE 
Kairakau, Blackhead, Pourerere, and Te Paerahi sub- zones 
Where public sewerage reticulation is available 700m2

 

Where public sewerage reticulation is not available 1000m2
 

   Managakuri sub-zone 
1500m2 

Aramoana sub-zones 
Where sewerage reticulation is available 800m2 

Where sewerage reticulation is not available 1500m2
 

 
RURAL ZONE   

4,000m2 in Special Landscape Protection Areas 
 

9.9.3 DISCRETIONARY ACTIVITIES 
The following activities shall be Discretionary Activities: 
i  Any earthworks incorporating a cut or fill of greater than1 metre in height and 10m3 in volume  
 
9.9.4a DISCRETIONARY SUBDIVISION ACTIVITIES 
The following activities shall be Discretionary Subdivision Activities: 
i  Any subdivision which does not comply with any one or more Subdivision Performance 

Standards. 
ii  Any subdivision, within the Coastal Margin Area of the Rural Zone or any area of 

significant nature conservation value or outstanding landscape view, as shown on the 
Planning Maps. 

iii  Any subdivision of any site which contains a Heritage Item listed in Appendix B and 
shown on the Planning Maps. 
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9.9.4b NON-COMPLYING SUBDIVISION ACTIVITIES 
The following activities shall be Non-Complying Subdivision Activities: 
i  Any subdivision within the Coastal Margin Special Landscape Protection Area which does 

not comply with any one or more Subdivision Performance Standards  
 

 
C. MISCELLANEOUS  
The following activities might require resource con sent (most likely with a more stringent 
activity status): 

i. Any development that would either directly or indirectly alter, modify or cause to be 
altered or modified any ‘Recommended Area for Protection’ (RAP) (Note - these have 
been identified by the Department of Conservation). 

ii. Any development that would either directly or indirectly alter, modify or cause to be 
altered or modified any identified archaeological site  

iii. Any activity not complying with the requirements of the Special Landscape Protection 
Areas) 
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Overall Summary of Responses (both written and verb al) – (number of comments by issue in the black  column) 
 
Township 
Boundaries 

Services ( wastewater, 
stormwater, potable 
water, access) 

Commercial Access/ Vehicles Dune Restoration Reserves/ 
Landscapes 

Camping Street layout Other 

Only Flat 
land 

6 Self- 
Sufficient 

6 Oppose 12 Maintain/ 
improve 
access ways 

7 Support 22 Important 3 Support 7 No lights 10 Historic 
Features/ 
sites 

2 

Not skyline 3 Current 
arrangement 
fine 

2 Don’t care 1 Oppose 
Tarseal 
gravel roads 

2 Oppose 
Planting 

4   More 
Policing 

3 No 
Kerbing 

10 Don’t 
interrupt 
Skyline 

2 

Don’t extend 6  Different 
rubbish 
collection 
regime 

3 Home 
occupations/café/ 
minor 
entertainment, 
other small 
activities  

10 More access 
ways 

 Support 
Fencing 

2   Upgrading 
services 

2 Leave as 
is 

1   

No buildings 
on beach 
front 

1 Reticulated 
system 

1 Rural Activities 1 Oppose 
more access 
ways 

3 Maintain 
current 
planting 

1   Oppose 12 No public 
toilets 

2   

Let 
landowners 
and consent 
process 
control this 

4     Limit 
vehicles on 
beach 

10 Support 
more dune 
planting 

4   Fine, but no 
further 
expansion 

2 Good 
footpaths 
to beach 

2   

No need to 
limit 

2     Tarseal 1 Little 
success 

2   Stop 
advertising 

1 More 
trees on 
streets 

1   

      Stop 
spending 
money on it. 

1 Signs 2   Self 
contained 
homes fine 

4     

        Regenerate 
naturally 

1   Paid camp 
fine 

1     

        Boardwalk 1         

        Education 1         
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Table of Actions 

 
Identity, Heritage, and Growth 
  
Objective Action By Related Community 

Outcome/s 
·  Retain and protect 

heritage sites, cultural 
sites  and existing 
rural beach community 
character in any future 
development 

 

Zoning –  
Reflect the unique character and identity of the coastal 
settlements through development of a ‘Coastal 
Settlement Zone’ to replace the ‘Township’ zone as it 
presently relates to the Coastal Settlements, and 
extend this zoning to the Shoal Beach development at 
Aramoana. 
 
Extend the perimeter of ‘Coastal Settlement’ zone to 
incorporate adjacent areas appropriate for development 
to meet demand and to provide a defined edge to the 
settlements 
 
(see following plans) 
 
Development of Special Character Overlays (sub-
zones) for each of the settlements to provide for distinct 
local regulation reflecting unique local identity 
 
(see actions below) 
 
 

CHBDC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CHBDC 

8 
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 Coastal Settlement Zone –  
Alterations relative to Township Zone to include: 
Residential activities –  
No pigs shall be kept on any site 
Farming Activities shall be non-complying 
Commercial Activities  - shall be Discretionary  
Home Occupations - 

Means the use of a site for an occupation, 
business, trade or profession in addition to the use 
of that site for a residential activity and which is 
undertaken by person(s) living on the site, but 
excludes Homestay. 

Services Activities - shall be Discretionary 
Code of Practice – provision of swale drains, no sealed 
footpaths, no streetlights  
 

CHBDC 1, 2 

 Activity Status – non-rural development (including  
subdivision) within the Rural Zone in the Coastal 
Margin Area 
Reflecting the extension of the Coastal Settlement 
Zone, and the importance placed on surrounding 
landscapes, provide for non-rural development in the 
Rural Zone as a Non-Complying activity.  Include 
�  More than one residential dwelling per site 
�  Subdivision below controlled activity lot size 

(4000m2) 
�  Commercial activities (other than productive 

rural activities) 
 

CHBDC 1, 2 
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 Heritage sites –  
Amend/Retain District Plan provisions to: 
Identify and protect all significant heritage and cultural 
sites (Maori and European) – Non-Complying Activity to 
modify or destroy 
 

CHBDC 8 

 Information Board 
Provide Information Board sign at or near entrance to 
all settlements 
 

CHBDC 8 

 Bulk and Location – Coastal Settlement Zone  (and 
sub-zones)  
Maximum building height – 8 metres above natural 
ground level 
 
 

CHBDC 1, 2 

 Site coverage and density  – Coastal Settlement 
Zone (and sub-zones)  
Maximum site coverage – 35% (except as provided 
below)  
 - Maximum site coverage Mangakuri Beach sub-zone - 
350m2 inclusive of all buildings 
 - Maximum site coverage Aramoana Beach sub-zone - 
400m2 inclusive of all buildings 
 
Exceeding site coverage – Discretionary Activity 
(assessment criteria to include impacts on local 
character and amenity) 
 

CHBDC 1, 2 
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 Building setbacks – Coastal Settlement Zone 
Retain existing District Plan setbacks 
(see also Pourerere South sub-zone) 
 

CHBDC 1, 2 

 Building setbacks – rural zone within Coastal 
Margin 
10m (5m minimum from any site boundary) 
 

CHBDC 1, 2 

 Special Character Zones  – 
Develop Special Character Overlay ‘Sub-Zones’ for the 
coastal settlements to recognise unique character 
elements of each settlement.  These sub-zone criteria 
would apply in addition to Coastal Settlement Zone 
general standards (see page 11): 
 
Kairakau, Blackhead, Pourerere and Te Paerahi –  
�  Minimum allotment size – 500m2 
�  Maximum Density – one dwelling per 700m2 

(serviced) one dwelling per 1000m2 (unserviced) 
�  Maximum height 8m for any activity 
�  Front yard - 3m setback 
�  Side and rear yard - 1.5m setback (except rear 

lots which shall have 3m side yards where 
contiguous with existing 8m high buildings).  

�  Maximum Site Coverage (includes all structures 
over 1m high) shall be 35%. 

 
 
 
Continued on the next page 

CHBDC 1, 2, 7, 8 
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Mangakuri –  
�  Minimum allotment size 1500m2 
�  Maximum Density – one dwelling per 1500m2 
�  Design must be environmentally sensitive (low 

reflectivity – maximum of 35%) 
 
Pourerere (southern end only) –  
�  For sites of less than 300m2, reduced side yard 

on northern side of dwellings to 0m 
 
Aramoana –  
�  Future development should reflect Shoal Beach 

covenants in respect of building height, density 
etc 

�  Maximum Density – one dwelling per 800m2 
�  Maximum Floor Area – 400m2  
�  Side and rear yards of 1.5m 
�  Front yard of 3m 
 
Note: - see ‘indicative’ general standards 
provisions on page 12 – 14 of this Strategy 
 

�  Retain and enhance 
existing character for 
street layout  

 

Streetscape –  
Amend District Plan subdivision standards for roading 
to not require: 
Streetlights (except at Te Paerahi) 
Footpaths  
 
 
Continued on the next page 

CHBDC 1, 2 
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Kerb and channel, except at: -  
Aramoana Beach sub-zone 
Amend District Plan to require mountable kerb and 
channel for new roads 
 

�  Tangata whenua have 
the opportunity to help 
guide the form of 
future development 

 

Tangata Whenua input 
Develop strategic relationship with tangata whenua with 
a view to identifying those issues of significance to 
tangata whenua to ensure new provisions for 
development respect and reflect those issues where 
possible. 
 

CHBDC 
Tangata 
whenua 

7, 8 
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Infrastructure and Services 
Objective Action By Community 

Outcome/s 
�  Protect and Enhance 

the coastal dune 
environment 

Beach Access -  
Identify beach access points in the District Plan, beach 
access points to incorporate signage and barriers to 
avoid encroachment onto adjacent dune areas 
 

CHBDC 2 

 Beach Access -  
Limit Beach access points for vehicles to a signposted 
single access point per beach (except for Te Paerahi, 
Pourerere and Blackhead beaches) 
 

CHBDC 2, 9 

�  Encourage drivers to 
recognise the change 
in driving environment 
from the 100km / hr 
rural environment to 
the settlement area 

 
 

Clearly Define Rural – Settlement traffic 
environments – 
Design and develop ‘gateways’ to each of the coastal 
settlements at the interface of the rural and settlement 
zones to clearly identify to drivers they are entering a 
new driving environment and seek 30km/hr speed limits 
within this area 
 

CHBDC 9 

�  Require future 
subdivision and 
development to 
respect the need for 
easy and convenient 
access to the beach for 
residents and visitors.  

Pedestrian Connectivity –  
Include additional District Plan subdivision design 
criteria to require consideration of pedestrian desire-
lines and ease of access to the beach where multi-lot 
subdivision is occurring within the residential zone 

CHBDC 2, 9 
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�  Future subdivisions 
will provide for their 
own servicing 
requirements on-site 

On-site services 
Include District Plan requirements for all new 
subdivisions to meet their servicing needs within their 
own site or through provision of privately owned and/or 
funded utility networks 
 
Any application for development (including subdivision) 
where a privately owned or funded network is included 
will be considered as a Discretionary Activity 
 

CHBDC 1 

�  Provide beach access 
in locations that 
minimises the need for 
large numbers of 
vehicle to pass 
through the 
settlements. 

 

Beach access –  
Limit beach access locations to those able to most 
minimise adverse effects on settlement amenity 

CHBDC 1, 2, 9 

�  Provide summer refuse 
collection service 

 

Refuse Collection 
Continue to provide summer refuse collection service 

CHBDC 1 
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Land Use and Development 
Objective Action By Community 

Outcome/s 
�  Provide managed free-

camping opportunities 
at Pourerere and Te 
Paerahi Beach 

 

Free-Camping Areas -  
Continue to provide free-camping in clearly sign-posted 
designated areas at Pourerere Beach and Te Paerahi 
Beach with locally based monitoring and management 
during the summer season.  Where possible avoid 
locating these between settlement zoned sites and the 
beach. Maximum stay (in any one month period) – 7 
nights 
 

CHBDC / 
Local 
Residents 
Group 

1, 2, 9 

�  Provide designated 
and signposted short 
stay standing areas for 
self-contained motor 
homes at Kairakau, 
Pourerere, Blackhead 
and Te Paerahi 

Self-Contained Motor Homes / Motor Caravans -  
Identify and signpost designated areas for self-
contained motor homes and circulate information to 
relevant associations/groups. 
Where possible avoid locating these between Coastal 
Settlement zoned sites and the beach 
Maximum stay (nights in any one month period): 
Kairakau Beach – 3 nights 
Pourerere Lookout – 3 nights 
Aramoana Beach – 3 night 
Blackhead Beach – 3 nights 
Pourerere Beach – 7 nights 
Te Paerahi – 7 nights 
 
 
 
 

CHBDC 1, 2 
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�  Restrict establishment 
of commercial and/or 
industrial activities or 
use 

Commercial and Industrial activities 
Classify all commercial and/or industrial activities 
(except farming activities in the Rural Zones) as 
‘Discretionary’ within the District Plan for character and 
amenity reasons and develop corresponding 
assessment criteria 
 

CHBDC 1, 2 

�  Restrict the keeping of 
livestock to a level not 
inconsistent with the 
increased density of 
development within the 
settlements, 
recognising that this 
level is lower for 
Mangakuri Beach  

 

Restrict keeping of livestock 
In the Coastal Settlement Zone, remove the right to 
keep pigs and restrict the keeping of livestock in all 
settlements to no more than 12 adult poultry, consistent 
with the provisions of the Residential Zone 

CHBDC 1, 2 

�  Necessary ablution  
and other facilities are 
provided for visitors 
(daytrippers and 
freecampers) at the 
beaches 

 

Toilet Facilities 
Maintain existing toilet facilities at coastal settlements 
 
Open Space/Picnic Areas 
Designate and provide an area of non-sand open 
space reserve for daytrippers 

CHBDC 1, 9 
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Coastal Environment and Landscape 
Objective Action By Community 

Outcome/s 
�  Protect and Enhance 

the coastal dune 
environment 

Beach Access -  
Identify beach access points in the District Plan, beach 
access points to incorporate signage and barriers to 
avoid encroachment onto adjacent dune areas  
 

CHBDC 1, 2 

 Beach Access -  
Limit Beach access points for vehicles to a signposted 
single access point per beach (except for Te Paerahi, 
Pourerere and Blackhead Beaches) 
 

CHBDC 2, 9 

 Vegetation and Habitat 
Identify and develop appropriate planting regimes 
and/or programmes that will enhance dune 
performance and native biodiversity 

1. Identify local species of vegetation and begin 
education and CoastCare type programmes to 
encourage revegetation of ‘typical’ native plants 
(plants naturally found in that area prior to the 
arrival of Europeans) 

2. Actively liaise with HBRC to extend CoastCare 
programme to Aramoana 

3. Investigate and identify areas for revegetation, 
and mechanisms for vegetation establishment 
and protection 

 
Continued on the next page 

CHBDC 
HBRC 
Communities 

1, 2, 6, 7, 8, 9 
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4. Develop strategy for ‘Green Structure Plans’, 
identifying ‘green’ areas for revegetation and not 
development – include walkways or walkway 
credits. 

5. Identify and develop ‘list’ of desired plant 
species for each settlement 

6. Investigate land protection partnerships (e.g. 
QEII trust, DOC covenants etc). 

 
Community group involvement in foredune planting and 
maintenance scheme 
 

�  Protect the existing 
open character of 
visually prominent 
hillsides and 
escarpments 
surrounding the beach 
settlements and 
beaches themselves to 
retain the existing 
natural character of the 
coastline.  

 

Special Landscape Protection Areas –  
Identify areas of visually prominent landscape (primarily 
hillsides) surrounding the beaches and coastal 
settlements and apply restrictions on development to 
minimise adverse landscape and character effects, 
including: 
Maximum Reflectivity standards  
Minimum Allotment size – 4000m2 
Maximum Density standards – 1 dwelling per 4000m2 

Maximum Site Coverage – 350m2 
Landscaping plan to be submitted with any application 
for subdivision where a new allotment is created – 
preference for vegetation to be native planting typical to 
the location, or pasture consistent with adjacent land 
parcels. 
 
 
Continued on the next page 

CHBDC 1, 2 
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Prevent the location of buildings and structures in a 
location here they would be visible above the skyline in 
the coastal margin. 
Apply a restrictive District Plan (such as non-
complying) activity to ensure protection 
 

�  Discourage 
development that 
might adversely impact 
on areas of ecological 
significance as 
identified in the District 
Plan and Department 
of Conservations 
Recommended Areas 
for Protection 

 

Areas of Ecological Significance –  
Identify the RAPS in the District Plan and attribute ‘non-
complying’ status to any activity within those areas with 
potential to damage the relevant identified ecological 
values 

CHBDC, 
DOC 

1, 2 

�  Revegetation of the 
lower levels of the 
Kairakau escarpment 
to the landward side of 
the settlement 

Revegetation Programmes 
Develop revegetation and planting plan for Kairakau 
hillside in association with residents groups, tangata 
whenua and the Regional Council.  Other settlements 
will be considered when requested by community / 
residents groups. 
 

CHBDC 
HBRC 
Tangata 
whenua 
Community 

1, 2, 7, 8, 9 
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Natural Hazards  
Objective Action By Community 

Outcome/s 
�  Provide for 

development in areas 
not subject to natural 
hazards and actively 
discourage 
development in areas 
known to be subject to 
natural hazards unless 
that hazard will be fully 
mitigated 

 

Zoning –  
Extend perimeter of ‘Coastal Settlement’ zone to 
incorporate adjacent areas appropriate for development 
to meet demand and to provide a defined edge to the 
settlements 
 

 1, 2, 3 

�  Protect and Enhance 
the coastal dune 
environment 

Beach Access -  
Identify beach access points in the District Plan, beach 
access points to incorporate signage and barriers to 
avoid encroachment onto adjacent dune areas  
 

CHBDC 1, 2 

 Beach Access -  
Limit Beach access points for vehicles to a signposted 
single access point per beach (except Te Paerahi, 
Pourerere and Blackhead) 
 

CHBDC 2, 9 

 Land Instability –  
Develop a land instability overlay to be included in the 
District Plan with respect to the consideration of new 
subdivision consent and/or building consents. 

CHBDC 1, 2, 3 
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 Dune Enhancement 
Develop and implement a management regime for the 
coastal dune environment at the beach settlements to 
address identified threats 
 

CHBDC 
HBRC 

1, 2, 3 
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Notes: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


