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Have you  
considered installing 
home sprinklers?

A single sprinkler head puts out 90 
percent of fires before they have a chance 

to grow beyond the room they started in.

Sprinkler technology has come a long way in a short space 
of time. The cost of including home sprinklers into a new 
house or adding them as part of renovations is probably a 
lot cheaper than you think.

Home sprinklers are simply part of your existing plumbing, 
just like taps for the bath or a water line  
for the toilet.

More importantly, though, sprinklers provide the fastest 
possible means of extinguishing fires in your home.

For more information visit www.fire.org.nz

It’s your responsibility
Any fires you light, be it campfires, 
cooking fires, braziers, rubbish fires, 

controlled burns or prescribed burns, 
are your responsibility.

You could be liable for costs associated with an 
escaped fire in a rural area if proven to have caused 
it. Individuals found responsible for causing rural 
fires have faced costs in excess of $500,000.

Make sure you have fire insurance – including 
Forest and Rural Fires Act fire suppression cover.

The buck stops with you!

For the current fire season and danger level and to apply 
for fire permits contact your local Rural Fire Authority. 
The telephone numbers are in your local White pages,  
or visit www.nrfa.org.nz

For information on fire danger, fire 
season status and requirements for fire 

permits contact your Rural Fire Authority 
(ie your district council, Department of 
Conservation or Rural Fire District office).

For all emergencies dial 111

There are three fire seasons 
you should be aware of:

•	 Open Fire Season – a fire permit is not required  
to light a fire in the open air

•	 Restricted fire season – in this season a fire permit 
from your local Rural Fire Authority is required 
before you can light a fire in the open air

•	 Prohibited fire season – means a total fire ban is in 
place. Lighting fires in the open air is not permitted
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Fire safety tips for rural living
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Is your property at risk from fire?

Rural properties are a

Although there are many benefits 
to living in the country, rural 

property owners face a higher risk 
of fire than city dwellers. 

If a fire starts it may not be detected as quickly 
and emergency services take longer to respond 
because of greater travel distances.

This leaflet covers some of the basic things you 
can do to reduce your rural property’s fire risk.

To protect your rural property 
from fire, we recommend:

Defensible space 

higher fire risk

	
installing smoke alarms and testing  
them regularly. For more information 
about smoke alarms visit www.fire.org.nz

	
designing an escape plan and practicing it.  
For more information visit www.fire.org.nz

	
keeping the grass green and mown 
or grazed around your home

	
creating a safety zone around your home 
of at least 10m by clearing any dead or dry 
material and replacing flammable plants 
and trees with low flammable species (for 
more information visit www.nrfa.org.nz)

	
making sure your property is clearly 
signposted with your RAPID rural 
property identification number

	
installing multipurpose dry 
powder extinguishers in your 
house and out buildings

	
keeping a garden hose connected and 
make sure it is long enough to reach 
around the house

	
ensuring your driveway has a minimum 
clearance or 4m wide, 4m high and 
adequate turning space for large vehicles

	
easy access to water supplies and 
making sure they are signposted

	
storing firewood and other flammable 
material away from your house

	
safe handling and storage of gas 
or liquid fuels

	
maintaining machinery and equipment 
in working order

	
disposing of ash safely in a metal container 
and using approved incinerators

Priority Zone 1: 
Create a defensible area or safety zone. Convert to lawn and 
less fire-prone species. Remove flammable materials, waste 
and combustible debris.

Priority Zone 2: 
Remove trees and scrub to allow the trees that remain to be 
evenly spaced, so they’re not touching.

Priority Zone 3: 
Prune all large trees and remove 
all branches at least 2 metres 
from the ground. Thin 
understory trees, cut down 
dead or dying trees and 
remove overhanging 
branches that are close 
to powerlines.
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